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539 April 23, 1909 

Since March 25, 2 new cases of plague have occurred at Callao. 

There is only one case of smallpox in the lazaretto at Lima. 

Bills of health report plague in Chile as follows : Antof agasta, 
March 20, 24 cases, isolated. Iquique, March 21, 13 cases in the 
lazaretto; 10 cases and 7 deaths in 2 weeks. 

PORTO RICO. 

Report from Ponce — Transactions of service, month of March, 1909. 
Acting Assisting Surgeon Ferrer-Torres reports, April 1 : 

Month of March, 1909. 

Vessels inspected 15 

Disinfected 4 

In quarantine 8 

Passengers inspected: 

Incoming 71 

In transit 716 

Passengers in quarantine 7 

Immigrants inspected 15 

Members of crews inspected 738 

Bills of health issued 41 

Pieces of baggage disinfected 7 

RUSSIA. 

Report from Libau — Status of cholera at St. Petersburg — Steamship to 
be used as detention barracks for emigrants. 

Acting Assistant Surgeon De Forrest reports, April 3 : 

From March 27 to 31, inclusive, there were 13 cases of cholera 

with 3 deaths at St. Petersburg. 
From this date the Russian-America Line will hold one of its 

steamships in the harbor to serve as barracks for emigrants. 

VENEZUELA. 

Organization of Commission of Public Hygiene. 

The following decree creating a commission of public hygiene is 
received from the American minister at Caracas, through the Depart- 
ment of State, under date of April 6 : 

Whereas it is necessary that there should be a consulting and tech- 
nical board for studying and resolving scientifically questions of hy- 
fiene and public health until congress can legislate on this important 
ranch of the administration — 

DECREES. 

Article 1. — There is hereby created, provisionally, in the city of 
Caracas, and under the minister of the interior, a consulting and tech- 
nical board to be called the commission of public hygiene. 
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Art. 2. — This commission shall be competent to decide the follow- 

1. All questions referring to the prevention of contagious diseases, 
quarantine, sanitary cordons, leper asylums, supply of vaccine and 
serum, and naval hygiene. 

2. Hygienic methods for improving, from a health point of view, 
water systems, food products, medicines, and other substances and 
provisions. 

3. Methods for improving climate, for purification of the air, 
improvement of the soil, and hygienic construction for dwelling 
houses, workshops, and public buildings. 

4. Advancement of social hygiene, including the prevention of 
tuberculosis and the study of bacteriological diseases. 

5. Public aid. 

6. Medical statistics. 

7. Sanitary legislation. 

Art. 3. — The commission shall be constituted as follows: A con- 
suitor of hygiene who shall preside, 5 physicians, 1 engineer, and a 
lawyer. Four of the physicians shall be professors in the departments 
of hygiene, biological physics and chemistry, physiology, and bac- 
teriology of the Central University, and the perpetual secretary of the 
Academy of Medicine. The remaining physician and the other mem- 
bers will be named in a separate resolution. 

Art. 4.— The commission shall have a president, vice-president, 
and secretary, chosen by the commission itself from its members. 

Art. 5. — The commission of public hygiene shall render weekly 
reports to the national government through the minister of the inte- 
rior, such reports to give an account of the work of the commission 
and the sanitary state of the cities. It shall present resolutions in 
regard to the questions which the said ministry shall submit to it for 
its examination, and shall proceed immediately after its installation 
to elaborate projects of laws for public hygiene which the government 
shall submit to the national congress. 

Art. 6. The carrying out of the decree is intrusted to the minister 
of the interior. 

J. V. Gomez, 
Constitutionally charged with the Presidency of the Republic. 

Caracas, March 17, 1909. 

foreign and insular statistical reports of countries and 
cities untabulated. 

Africa — Transvaal — Johannesburg. — Two weeks end id February 
20, 1909. Estimated population, 180,687. Total number of deaths, 
157, including enteric fever 5, diphtheria 1, and 19 from tuberculosis. 

Algeria — Bona. — Month of January, 1909. Estimated popu- 
lation, 42,000. Total number of daaths, 123, including smallpox 7, 
enteric fever 1, diphtheria 1, measles 2, whooping cough 1, and 12 
from tuberculosis. 

Month of February, 1909. Total number of deaths, 111, includ- 
ing smallpox 13, enteric fever 1, diphtheria 2, measles 1, and 9 from 
tuberculosis. 



